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of men employed are true riches. The saving of those hands
by inventions of art and applying them to other works will
increase those riches" *. In this conviction the Royal
Society set itself the task of gathering descriptions of mines
and ores, iron-making, salt-making, cloth-making, paper-
making and many other industrial arts 2. Thus Sir William
Petty was responsible for a detailed and valuable account of
the processes of the woollen manufacture 3. The institution
of a lecture on mechanics was acclaimed as " the first lecture
that has been founded of this kind ", the want of which " has
chiefly caused the slow progress of manual arts " *. A ques-
tionnaire was issued to agriculturalists in order to obtain
information on the technique of husbandry ; and Houghton
claimed that " the whole land hath been fermented and
stirred up by the profitable hints it hath received from the
Royal Society". In these scientific inquiries into the
actual workings of the economic mechanism was mirrored
an England which had grown conscious of a boundless
horizon and an illimitable field of new discoveries,
We have endeavoured to indicate the salient features of
the structure of industry which existed before the intro-
domestic diction of machinery, and to draw attention to some of the
prevalent misconceptions about its nature. Perhaps the
most common of all is the idealized picture often presented
of the domestic system. It has been depicted almost in the
light of a golden age where the artisan was his own master
working as he pleased at his loom or bench, and where no
rift between capital and labour marred as yet the social
harmony. The current impression of the ' Industrial
Revolution1 owes much to the fact that its antecedents
are viewed through rosy-tinted glasses. In reality the
notion that English society passed from an age of gold to
an age of iron is a poetical illusion. The domestic system
had one outstanding merit, the wide dispersion of the
1 Sprat, op. cit. 388, 392, 400-401.           * Ibid. 257-258.
* 1661:  printed in Birch, The History of the Royal Society (1756), i.
65-
4 Sprat, op. cit. 130.